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Mr. Speaker, | ask that my colleagues join
me in honoring Margie Dingeldein for her ac-
complishments. It is an honor to recognize all
of her accomplishments and thank her for
being such a fine role model to our commu-
nity, and our country.

RECOGNIZING THE NORTH CARO-
LINA CIVIC EDUCATION CONSOR-
TIUM

HON. DAVID E. PRICE

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 30, 2004

Mr. PRICE of North Carolina. Mr. Speaker,
while many institutions help to develop Ameri-
cans’ knowledge and skills and shape their
civic character and commitments, our nation’s
schools bear a special and historic responsi-
bility to provide our students an adequate civic
education.

On September 20—22, 2003, the first annual
Congressional Conference on Civic Education
was launched. The conference was sponsored
by the Alliance for Representative Democracy
and co-hosted by the four leaders of the U.S.
Congress. One of the very positive outcomes
of the Congressional Conference was the es-
tablishment of state delegations that would re-
turn to the state to enact specific policies de-
signed to restore the civic mission of our
schools.

| would like to recognize the North Carolina
Civic Education Consortium at the University
of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, facilitator of
our state’s delegation, for helping the delega-
tion design a strong action plan to improve
civic education. This action plan and related
efforts have led to the following accomplish-
ments: hosting a successful statewide policy
summit on the civic mission of schools for
state and local policymakers; securing grant
funds to pilot model practices and policies in
two school systems that could have statewide
implications; developing a new resource guide
for schools to help them implement new civic
education legislation; and gaining visibility and
support from the State Board of Education.

Mr. Speaker, | look forward to North Caro-
lina’s continued leadership in civic education
reform and their participation in the second
annual Congressional Conference on Civic
Education, which will be held on December 4—
6, 2004.

———

HONORING  WILSHIRE ELEMEN-
TARY SCHOOL’S AMERICAN SPIR-
IT TOWARD THE VICTIMS OF
THE BESLAN SCHOOL TRAGEDY

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 30, 2004

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, today | would
like to say thank you to one of my hometown
schools, Wilshire Elementary School in Eu-
less, Texas. The students of Wilshire enthu-
siastically participated in a card giving pro-
gram for the victims of the Beslan school trag-
edy.

Before departing for my mission to Russia,
| asked several local schools if they would like

to create, draw, color or write greeting cards
to the survivors and grieving families. The re-
sponse was overwhelming. | was honored to
be able to present hundreds of colorful cards
to patients and families.

During my time in Russia, | had the oppor-
tunity to visit survivors recuperating at two
hospitals. The visits were moving and tearful,
but you could see the hearts of American stu-
dents truly shining in the eyes of the Russian
children. | was truly privileged to represent the
United States, and especially grateful to be
able to share wonderful cards full of encour-
agement and joy.

Again, thank you, the students of Wilshire
Elementary School for your kindheartedness
and thoughtfulness. Your words strongly con-
veyed the spirit of the American people and
our commitment to build relations with coun-
tries dedicated to combating global terrorism.

———

TRIBUTE TO FRANKLYN G.
BROYLES, JR. FOR RECEIVING
THE 2004 ARTHRITIS FOUNDA-
TION HUMANITARIAN AWARD

HON. ROBERT E. (BUD) CRAMER, JR.

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 30, 2004

Mr. CRAMER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate my friend, Reverend Franklyn G.
Broyles, Jr. of Huntsville for receiving the 2004
Arthritis Foundation Humanitarian Award. This
award is given annually to a person in the
Huntsville community who has displayed ex-
emplary community leadership.

Reverend Broyles was born and raised in
Huntsville, Alabama and after graduating from
Vanderbilt Divinity School, Reverend Broyles
returned to North Alabama and currently
serves as the Minister of Church and Commu-
nity with the Faith Presbyterian Church. He
also serves as the Executive Minister of the
Huntsville Association for Pastoral Care and
Program Director of the Huntsville area chap-
ter of the National Conference for Community
and Justice.

Reverend Broyles has also vigorously given
his time to the community. He was the first
Administrative Director of Hospice of Hunts-
ville and he served as the Director of the
Campus Ministry Association at the University
of Alabama in Huntsville for fifteen years. Rev-
erend Broyles has also volunteered his leader-
ship to numerous community organizations.

Additionally, Reverend Broyles is known for
his strong commitment to worldwide and inter-
faith understanding. His service in interagency,
worldwide, and interfaith work has earned him
close to thirty awards.

Mr. Speaker, Frank’s ability to bring people
together and provide a positive influence on
the entire community is something that we all
should strive to do. On behalf of the people of
North Alabama, | would like to congratulate
Frank Broyles for being named the 2004 Ar-
thritis Foundation Humanitarian Award winner.
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HONORING WILLIAM OSTASH

HON. DALE E. KILDEE

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 30, 2004

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, | rise before you
today on behalf of the Michigan State Polka
Music Hall of Fame to honor the late Mr. Wil-
liam Ostash of Bay City, Michigan for his con-
tributions to the Polka Music Industry. On Oc-
tober 3, 2004 the Michigan State Polka Music
Industry will honor Mr. William Ostash by in-
ducting him into the Polka Music Hall of Fame.

William Ostash was born in Saskatchan,
Canada on December 11, 1915 to Michael
and Anna Ostash. In December of 1926, Wil-
liam and his family moved to Bay City, Michi-
gan. At a young age William along with his
siblings learned the value of music from their
father, who was a well-known violinist in his
native country of Ukraine. William who was a
self-taught accordion player, performed with
the family Orchestra for many years. The
Ostash Orchestra music was so popular that it
gained airtime on radio station WBCM. History
has it that William was one of the first to incor-
porate the accordion into polka music. Another
note worthy of mentioning is that William was
also a master at performing the march called
“Under the Double Eagle”, and according to
his family audiences were always amazed at
how he could play this tune using his left
hand, the bass side, with 120 buttons.

Aside from his musical career, William was
a devoted husband to his lovely wife Julie,
whom he married on May 3, 1941. To this
union were born two sons, James and Ronald.
On April 8, 2002 Julie Ostash passed away,
and William passed on July 20, 2002. William
was a legend and true contributor to the Polka
Musical Industry. His contributions will be for-
ever cherished.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues in the
108th Congress to please join me in honoring
the life and legacy of Mr. William Ostash who
devoted many years to Polka Music Industry.
May he rest in peace.

———

HONORING CALHOUN MIDDLE
SCHOOL’S AMERICAN SPIRIT TO-
WARD THE VICTIMS OF THE
BESLAN SCHOOL TRAGEDY

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 30, 2004

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, today, | would
like to say thank you to one of my hometown
schools, Calhoun Middle School in Denton,
Texas. The students of Calhoun Middle
School enthusiastically participated in a card
giving program for the victims of the Beslan
school tragedy.

Before departing for my mission to Russia,
| asked several local schools if they would like
to create, draw, color or write greeting cards
to the survivors and grieving families. The re-
sponse was overwhelming. | was honored to
be able to present hundreds of colorful cards
to patients and families.

During my time in Russia, | had the oppor-
tunity to visit survivors recuperating at two
hospitals. The visits were moving and tearful,
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